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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Issued by the Department of Transportation 
    on the 21st day of February, 2003 
 
Notice of 
 
     SUNRISE AIRLINES, INC. 
        d/b/a FLAIR AIRLINES 
 
of intent to resume operations under 14 CFR 204.7 

 
 
    Docket OST-2001-8695 
 
 

 
ORDER DISMISSING APPLICATION 

AND REVOKING COMMUTER AIR CARRIER AUTHORITY 
 
By Order 91-12-45, issued December 30, 1991, the Department found Sunrise Airlines, Inc. 
(Sunrise) fit to engage in scheduled passenger air transportation operations as a commuter air 
carrier.  It operated under its commuter authority until November 3, 2000, when it ceased those 
operations and filed for protection under Chapter 11 of the United States Bankruptcy Code.  As a 
result of the cessation of its commuter operations, under section 204.7 of our rules (14 CFR 204.7), 
the carrier’s commuter authority was automatically suspended.  On January 16, 2001, Sunrise filed 
a notice under section 204.7 requesting approval to resume commuter operations. 
 
By Order 2002-2-5, issued February 8, 2002, we tentatively found Sunrise fit to resume commuter 
services on a limited basis.  Shortly thereafter, the Department received new information that had 
compliance-related implications for the company’s fitness.  At that time, we requested further 
information from Sunrise.  Several months later, Sunrise responded and, at the same time, advised 
us that it had undergone changes in other fitness-related areas since the issuance of Order 2002-2-5.  
Sunrise advised us that it would file updated information relative to these changes in the above 
docket.  When such information was not received, on July 10, 2002, we issued Order 2002-7-18 
vacating our earlier tentative fitness finding.  Although Sunrise subsequently filed updated fitness 
information, in December 2002, we were informally advised that the carrier had again undergone 
material changes in areas affecting its fitness.  On February 14, 2003, Sunrise filed a motion 
requesting that its application be withdrawn. 
 
We will grant the carrier’s request and dismiss the notice to resume operations filed in Docket OST-
2001-8695.  At the same time, we will also revoke Sunrise’s dormant commuter air carrier 
authority.  In this regard, section 204.7 of our rules provides that, if a carrier ceases conducting the 
commuter operations for which it was found fit, it has one year from the date of cessation to resume 
those operations or its commuter authority can be revoked for dormancy.  Sunrise ceased operations 
on November 3, 2000; thus, its one-year dormancy period expired on November 3, 2001.  The 
carrier’s notice to resume operations had the effect of staying the revocation date for its commuter 
authority.  Given the carrier’s withdrawal here of its notice to resume operations, there is no basis 
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for us to maintain Sunrise’s authority in its dormant status.  Should the carrier wish to provide 
commuter operations in the future, it can file a new application for such authority at that time.1 
 
ACCORDINGLY, Acting under authority assigned by the Department in its Regulations, 14 CFR 
385.12: 
 
1. We dismiss, without prejudice, the Notice to Resume Operations filed by Sunrise Airlines, Inc., 
in Docket OST-2001-8695. 
 
2. We revoke the Commuter Air Carrier authority issued to Sunrise Airlines, Inc., by Order 91-12-
45. 
 
3. We will serve a copy of this order on the persons listed in Attachment A. 
 
Persons entitled to petition the Department for review of this order, under 14 CFR 385.30, may file 
their petitions within 10 days of the service date of this order. 
 
This order shall become the final action of the Department of Transportation upon expiration of the 
above period unless within such period a petition for review is filed or the Department gives notice 
that it will review this order on its own motion. 
 
By: 
 
 

RANDALL D. BENNETT 
Director 

Office of Aviation Analysis 
 
(SEAL) 
 
 

A copy of this document can be found on the World Wide Web at: 
http://dms.dot.gov 

                                                           
1  Our revocation of the carrier’s commuter authority does not preclude Sunrise from providing other air 
taxi operations under its Part 298 air taxi authority so long as it maintains in effect the required liability 
insurance coverage and otherwise complies with all other applicable requirements of Part 298. 



 

Attachment A 
 

 
SERVICE LIST FOR SUNRISE AIRLINES, INC. 

d/b/a FLAIR AIRLINES 
 
Mr. John Gillick 
Pillsbury Winthrop, LLP 
1133 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 1200 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
 

Mr. Mike Murphy, POI 
Flight Standard District Office 
7181 Amigo St, Ste. 180 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89119 

Mr. Peter Lynch 
Asst. Chief Counsel for 
   Enforcement, AGC-300 
Federal Aviation Administration 
800 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, D.C.  20591 

   
Mr. Larry Kephart, Actg. Mgr 
Flight Standards Div, AWP-200 
Federal Aviation Administration 
Western-Pacific Region Hq. 
P. O. Box 92007 
World Postal Center 
Los Angeles, California 90009 

Mr. Don Bright, Actg. Dir.,  
Office of Airline Info, K-25 
Department of Transportation 
400 7th Street S.W. 
Washington, D.C.  20590 

Mr. Richard Dutton 
Asst. Manager, CSET 
Federal Aviation Administration 
AFS-900, Suite 203B 
45005 Aviation Drive 
Dulles, Virginia  20166-7537 

   
Mr. Jim Zammar 
Director of Revenue Accounting 
Air Transport Association 
1301 Penn. Ave., Ste. 1100 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

Mr. Monroe Balton, AWP-7 
Federal Aviation Administration 
Western-Pacific Region Hq. 
P. O. Box 92007 
World Postal Center 
Los Angeles, California 90009 

Mr. Allen Muten, Asst. Treas. 
Airlines Reporting Corp. 
1530 Wilson Blvd, Ste. 800 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

   
Mr. J.D. Mealor 
Airline Data Coordinator 
Innovata, LLC 
3915 Old Mundy Mill Road 
Oakwood, Georgia  30566-3410 

Ms. Joni Mount 
Official Airline Guides 
2000 Clearwater Drive 
Oak Brook, Illinois  60521 

American Association of Airport 
   Executives 
601 Madison St, Ste. 400 
Alexandria, Virginia  22314-1756 

   
   
 


